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In the next pages 

you will find the story 

of a young woman. Eva . 

You will see 

what happened to Eva. 

You will understand 

she is a victim of a crime. 

All victims have rights. 

You will learn more about some of them. 

Finally. 

you will learn about the people 

the victim can meet 

during the investigation or at court. 

This information is for everyone. 

If something bad happens to you. 

you may not know 

what to do. 

For example. if someone hurts you. 

or takes your things. 

That is when the police 

will start their work. 

The police and prosecutor will find out 

what happened. 

And maybe there will be a trial. 

You can find the basic information 

you need here. 

This information can be used with the support of a professional or a trusted person.

They will help to explain the information.

You can keep this information and use it when you need it.  



YOUR. 
R.iCHTS 

Right to understand 

and be understood 

Right to participate 

in criminal proceedings 

If you are a victim of a crime. 

you have the right to justice. 

You should be treated with dignity and respect 

at all times.

These are some of your rights: 

Right 

to information 

Right 

to support 



You can communicate in a way that is good for you.

You can ask questions from anyone involved in your case, and they should 

give you answers.

You can have interpretation and translation if you need it.

Example: You can ask for sign language interpreter at the police station or 

in the court, if you want one.

You should get information about how to report a crime. 

You should get information about your rights

and what they mean for you in practice.

You have the right to information about what is happening in your case.

You should be told about decisions in your case.

You should be told how to ask for a decision to be changed.

Example: Court documents about your case can be written in plain 

language or easy read.



You should be involved in the investigation.

You can ask for and get the support you need to go to court.

You can have someone you trust to support you in the court, 
or at the police station.

You can give evidence and tell your story in court 

or through a video link if you want to.

Example: A friend, family member or a support person can be with you at the 

police station and in the court, if you want. 

You can ask for the support you need.

You should receive the support you ask for.

You can use victim support services before, 

during and after criminal proceedings.

Example: You can talk to someone from victim support services about what 

happened to you.
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A victim is the person 

who has been harmed or injured 

by a crime. 

A person is harmed when: 

• they have been physically hurt

their belongings are damaged 

their rights were violated 

Victim Support Services are organisations 

that help victims and witnesses 

receive information. 

support and protection. 

They give advice and information for free. 

They can help you understand 

what is happening in your case. 

In some cases. 

they can go with you to the police 

or to the court. 



THE rotiCE QFFiCER. 

A police officer works for the police. 

The job of the police is to protect you 

and make you feel safe. 

If something bad happens. 

the police find out how and why it happened. 

They find out who did the crime. 

This is called an investigation. 

You can ask a lawyer 

to help you. 

They can help you understand 

what is going on 

and answer your questions. 

If you have to go to court. 

the lawyer can come with you. 

Do not be afraid to ask the lawyer for help! 



THI iNDiCTMENT 
The indictment includes all important information, 

They are put together by the prosecutor. 

The indictment says 

what the police and other people found out. 

It also names the person 

who is accused of the crime. 

When the prosecutor has everything they need. 

they send the indictment to the court. 

That is how the trial starts. 

•

• 

about what happened. 

The public prosecutor is a legal professional.

When there is a crime,

the prosecutor tries to find out what happened.

He might ask the victim questions.

 

When there is enough information,

the prosecutor will decide whether to press 

charges.

And then there may be a trial.



DEFEND 

The defendant is the person 

who is accused of the crime. 

The defendant has to explain 

what happened in court. 

The defendant might be guilty 

of the crime 

or they might be innocent. 

THE DEFENSE LAWIER: 

The defendant will have a lawyer 

to help them at court. 

This lawyer is called the defence lawyer. 

The defence lawyer may ask you questions 

during the trial. 





These are the people 

who might be in the courtroom. 

To remember people and what they do, 
you can cut out these pictures. 
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THE LAWYER. 

THE DEFENSE 
LAWYER 



Voices for Justice 

This information has been created as part of the Voices for Justice project.  

The Voices for Justice project aims to help people with disabilities who are victims of crime. 

A Toolchest for professionals is available on the project website.  

Easy-to-read material about the Voices for Justice project is also available: 

https://validity.ngo/projects-2/voices-for-justice/
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